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The CL\ has concluded that an 
assassination attempt was directed 
against Libyan leader CoL/Muam- 
mar Qaddafi two months- ago* and 
that, although Qaddafi was. not se- 
riously injured* he probably- was 
nicked by a bullet in the jaw, accord- 
ing to informed officials, / 

Foreign news reports of the assas- 
sination attempt initially were dis- 
missed last month, and the U.S. 
media gave them little or ho atten- 
tion. But a senior government offi- 
cial said this week that the CIA now i 
has sufficient evidence to confirm 
the reports* ' “ ': v - 

Theofficiah : saidthe j pl6fcwas l ckr- 
ried out by some members of Qad- 
dafi’s army, probably by one or more 
officers who had just returned from 
the Libyan?* invasion Chad/? 4thd~ 
received- no externals support - from 
any foreign -country, including the 
: United States. 

The attempt on Qaddafi’s life was 
placed during the last two. weeks, of 
December; shortly after ’ the first 
major reports surfaced in the- United] 
States about “hit squad s” allegedly" 
sent by Libya to, assassinate : Presi-J 
dent Reagan and other high-ranking 
U.S. officials.; *^ 

On Dec. 6 Qaddafi denied rn/an 
ABC television , interview, that - anvl 
such squads or individuals ha.d_been 
sent “We are sure we haven’t sent 
any rpeople tojrill .Reagan-or-any 
| other people in the world " he said.?;. * 
i A wefi-placed/source has iaid that 
; one U.S/ Intelligence agency hasi had 
[ information for ■ several . months that 
1 the Israeli intelligence service would 
; like to have Qaddafi assassinated. I 
Asked ' this-- week- if-the^Israelis 
would assassinate the Libyarfleader,. 
a senior* U.S. official said the Israelis 
would do ; so *“jf - th<^ (thou^t; it 
would each thkdpomt^^ 
try."' THiir 

the Israelis were not irivolVecflri the 


5 ; T&t attempt occurred while Qad- ’ 
dafi was visiting a headquarters area 
in the Libyan countryside, the offi- * 

. cials said. One State Department, 
report in early January said that 
-Qaddafi. had gone to Moscow for 
treatment and returned in early Jan- 
uary.-;; * 'V: : • V; r •; • • ‘ ; 

r ■ Other sources said U.S. intelli- 
? gence agencies had insufficient hard 
information to support this conclu- 
sion, and these sources said they 
doubted that Qaddafi went to Mos- 
cow during that period. 

• -Initial news reports out of. Rome* 

- and ’ Tunis said- that the assassina- 
tion attempt occurred Dec: 19 and 
'.that an eastern area amy^commarid-| 

er, CoL Khalifa Khadir, was shot and killed by 
Qaddafi’s security guards during the attempt 
Qaddafi’s driver reportedly. wa3 killed in the * 
shooting. - 

At the time of the first reports of the attempt, 
Libyan embassies in various places, including Ath- 
ens, denied the reports. v‘ ^ . 

An unconfirmed report currrently circulating 
among those with good Libyan contacts in this 
country is that Qaddafi has lost confidence in his 
security forces and has replaced them with out- 
siders, in some cases Syrians. v- V * 

Whatever may have happened in December, 
Qaddafi resurfaced publicly Jan. 5 to address the 
final session of the General People’s Congress in 
Tripoli. 

In a rambling speech carried live on . Libyan 
radio he made indirect reference to the assassina- 
tion reports. 

He said, “Two weeks ago, I went foa region jn : 
side the country, I 'particularly inspected a stra- 

• tegic road now being built, linking southern and 
central Libya v . * . Inuring these two weeks there 

\ were many rumors. I heard about them and we 
•, laughed about them a lot. ^ * V* 

* “I was in that region, and it was reported that I 
was in Moscow. Well, Moscow.. First, I cannot go 
there this winter because of its sub-zero temper- 
•atures .;^ . 
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